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SUGGESTIONS FOR LEADERS OF BIBLE CLUBS 
USING THE OUTLINE COURSES 

Matthew Arnold said: "So long as the world lasts, all who want to 
make progress in righteousness will come to Israel for inspiration, as to the 
people who have had the sense for righteousness most glowing and strongest, 
and in hearing and reading the words which Israel has uttered for us, carers 
for conduct will find a glow and a force which they could find nowhere else. 
As well imagine a man with a sense for sculpture not cultivating it by the 
remains of Greek art, or a man with a sense for poetry not cultivating it by 
the help of Homer and Shakespeare, as a man with a sense for conduct, 
that is righteousness, or virtue, not cultivating it by the help of the Bible." 
By leaders of classes much help may be secured from the Club Leaders' 
Exchange, conducted by Georgia Louise Chamberlin, in the Biblical 
World. 



THE SOCIAL AND ETHICAL TEACHING OF JESUS 1 

Three fundamental elements in personal and social relationships to 
which Jesus contributed revolutionary principles form the basis of our 
study this month. "Repentance, Forgiveness, and Faith," the themes 
to be considered, are the fundamental principles of the older evangelism. 
Notwithstanding this, they belong equally to the new evangelism and to 
relationships as essential in man's intercourse with man as in man's 
relationship with God. 

Perhaps even more than in any preceding study it is essential that the 
background of the pharisaic system, and back of that the older Hebrew 
concept of sin, repentance, and forgiveness, should be understood. The 
task of the leader is to summarize this background and then to make 
clear as the class proceeds the new principles introduced by Jesus and the 
comparatively simple program of life which he proposed. 

Two interesting topics for investigation are presented in the textbook 
as follows: (i) To what extent does the element of faith enter into our 
daily intercourse in social life; for instance, in business? Take the 
various business activities of your own town especially into consideration. 

1 A course book may be secured from the American Institute of Sacred Literature, 

The Social and Ethical Teaching of Jesus, by Shailer Mathews. 50 cents, postage 4 
cents. 
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(2) How far has the attitude of faith in God exhibited by such religious 
communities as the Puritans, Quakers, etc., had a part in shaping the 
life of our country ? 

These would give an excellent opportunity for two good papers, if 
there are members of the club who are able to handle them in an interest- 
ing way. 

Other topics for the first meeting may be: (1) The conception of the 
people of Jesus' day concerning repentance and forgiveness as illustrated 
in the sacrificial and legal system. (2) The doctrine of the confessional 
and of penance in the Roman Catholic church as illustrating the concep- 
tion of repentance and forgiveness held by that church. (3) A study of 
John the Baptist and his demand for reforms. (4) Jesus' teaching con- 
cerning repentance and forgiveness as found in stories told by him; for 
example, the Prodigal Son, and others. 

Subjects for discussion: (1) The observance of Lent in the Christian 
church. (2) The attitude of the State toward the prisoner who turns 
"state's evidence," ethically considered. 

At the second meeting it may be well to devote the entire time to the 
study of the life of Jesus himself, as illustrating in his relation to God 
and to man his own views concerning repentance, forgiveness, and faith. 

A special program may be: (1) Sayings of Jesus concerning faith and 
forgiveness quoted by members of the club. (2) Stories showing Jesus' 
attitude toward those who desire to change their way of life. (3) Stories 
showing Jesus' attitude toward his enemies. (4) Stories illustrating 
Jesus' faith in God. (5) Stories illustrating Jesus' faith in man. 
(6) Jesus' use of prayer. 

Discussions: (1) Was it faith in God or confidence in his own powers 
which enabled Jesus to live his unique life ? (2) Is experience or faith 
the stronger incentive to moral living ? 

The questions of the closing constructive statement for this month, 
as found in the textbook, may well be put forward at this time for final 
approval or dissent. 

REFERENCE READING 

Stevens, Teaching of Jesus, pp. 30-140; Hyde, Jesus' Way, chaps, iv, v, vi; 
Hyde, Outlines of Social Theology, pp. 89-149; Herrmann, Faith and Morals, 
pp. 75-193; Clarke, The Ideal of Jesus, chaps, v and viii. 

Hastings, Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels, in two volumes, contains 
very helpful articles under the heads, "Repentance," "Forgiveness," "Faith," 
"Confession," "Sin," "Fasting," "Prayer." Hastings' one-volume and 
four-volume dictionaries of the Bible furnish excellent articles under the same 
headings. 
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THE ORIGIN AND RELIGIOUS TEACHING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS 1 

Both leader and class will at the end of this month's work turn with 
regret from the very superficial study of the prophet Isaiah which is 
necessitated by the rapid survey which the study entails. Nevertheless 
many members of the class will feel that something of the work of a 
wonderful man has been revealed to them. The consideration of the 
work of Micah will be confined to the examination of a few passages 
which will serve to illustrate the similarity of his ethical ideals with 
those of Isaiah, his expression of them being colored by the fact of his 
residence in the country rather than at the capital. 

Only chaps. I-XXXIX of Isaiah are considered at this time. Chaps. 
XL-LXVI reflect a much later period of the history, and whatever our 
theory of their authorship, they can more profitably be studied in another 
historical connection. 

Since the work of Isaiah of Jerusalem falls into two distinct groups of 
addresses, the first centering about the encroachment of Tiglath-Pileser 
III of Assyria, and the triple alliance against him proposed by northern 
Israel and Syria to Ahaz of Judah, and the second having for its back- 
ground the invasion of Sennacherib ten years later, each group may serve 
for a single meeting of the class. 

It is essential that the contemporary history of Assyria and Egypt 
during this period be clearly understood by the leader. Only so can he 
correct and supplement the views of the less trained minds of members 
of the class who find it difficult in so rapid a study to grasp the situation 
fully. A map of the ancient world including Assyria, Babylonia, and 
Egypt should be kept before the class. It may easily be constructed by 
enlarging a rough map from one of those to be found in the reference 
books. A historical chart showing the relations of the nations with 
each other is also desirable. 

A program for the first meeting may be: (1) The political situation 
of Palestine in the days of Ahaz. (2) A comparison of the views of Ahaz 
and Isaiah as to the best political policy. (3) The religious situation and 
Isaiah's conception of Jehovah and his relation to the city of Jerusalem. 
(4) Readings, by members of the class, of Isaiah's story of his call, and 
several especially fine passages from the work of sections 109-21 of the 
textbook. 

Discussion: Was Ahaz blameworthy in not following the advice of 
Isaiah ? 

1 A course book may be secured from the American Institute of Sacred Literature, 
The Origin and Religious Teaching of the Old Testament Books, by Georgia Louise 
Chamberlin. 50 cents, postage 4 cents. 
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The second meeting will present Isaiah's work in the days of Heze- 
kiah. Again the changed situation brought about by the fall of northern 
Israel and the campaigns of Sennacherib must be fully understood. 

A program may be: (i) Political and religious conditions in Judah in 
the reign of Hezekiah. (2) Isaiah's theory concerning Assyria's relation 
to Jehovah's plan. (3) The story of the siege of Jerusalem and the great 
deliverance. (4) Reading of Psalms 46, 47, 48 as possible expressions 
of the joy of the people in their deliverance. (5) Micah's point of view 
regarding the "inviolability" of Jerusalem, the cause of her misfortunes; 
his philosophy of righteousness. 

Discussion: (1) In what sense was Isaiah a statesman. (2) The 
ethical achievement of the prophets of this period (see textbook material 
for the thirtieth day). 

REFERENCE READING 

Driver, Introduction to the Literature of the Old Testament, pp. 194-217, 305- 
13; McFadyen, Introduction to the Old Testament, pp. 107-28; Sayce, Early 
History of the Hebrews and Surrounding Nations, chap, vi; Henry P. Smith, 
Old Testament History, chaps, xii, xiii; Kent, History of the Hebrew People, 
chaps, iii-vi; Wade, Old Testament History, pp. 357-73; Batten, The Hebrew 
Prophet, pp. 209-38; Cornill, Prophets of Israel, pp. 56-70; George Adam 
Smith, The Book of Isaiah, I-XXXIX, entire volume; Driver, Isaiah, His 
Life and Times, Part I; George Adam Smith, Book of the Twelve Prophets, 
pp. 357-438; Chamberlin, Hebrew Prophets, chaps, ix and x; Wade, The Book 
of the Prophet Isaiah. 

Maps and charts may be found in the histories and in the dictionaries. 
A separate chart arranged by Dr. Kent may be secured for ten cents from the 
office of the Institute. 

Valuable articles may be found in Hastings, Bible Dictionary four-volume 
edition, under the following titles: "Assyria," "Syria," "Egypt," "Isaiah," 
"Sennacherib," "Ahaz," "Hezekiah," "Tiglath-Pileser," "Rezin," "Samaria," 
"Micah." The same series in a more condensed form may also be found in 
the one-volume edition. 



